aufism Deﬁniﬂon

Autism is a lifelong, treatable developmental
disability that typically appears during the first
three years of life. Autism is four times more
prevalent in boys than in girls. It occurs in all
socio-economic groups.

Specifically, autism is a neurological disorder
that interferes with the normal development of
the brain. The areas of the brain affected are
control verbal and nonverbal communication,
social interaction and sensory development.

Children with autism often display inappropriate
repetitive activities, have difficulty with changes
in daily routines and display unusual behavioral
responses to sensory experiences.

Autism is one of five disorders that fall under
the umbrella of Pervasive Developmental
Disorders (PDD):

¢ Autistic Disorder

¢ Asperger's Disorder

¢ Childhood Disintegrative Disorder (CDD)
¢ Rett's Disorder

¢ PDD-Not Otherwise Specified (PDD-NOS)

Clutiom Prevalence
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1 in 110 individuals
have an autism spectrum disorder

Source: Department of Health and Human Services Centers for
Disease Control December 2009
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Based on statistics from the U.S. Department of
Education and other governmental agencies,
autism is growing at a startling rate of 10 - 17
percent per year.
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The Autism Society of America estimates that the
prevalence of autism could reach 4 million
Americans in the next decade.

JLLIn048 STATE BOGRD OF EDUCGTION

2,098,145 Illinois School Children

302,830 Illinois Special Education Students

15,224 Students under Autism Category

Source: Illinois State Board of Education
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According to the US Depat g

educating a child with autism is estimated at over
$18,000 per year. This is 3 times the cost of
educating a regular education student and more
than a child with any other disability.

A recent US study by Michael Ganz, Assistant
Professor at Harvard School of Public Health,
found that it costs about $3.2 million to care for a
person with autism over his or her lifetime.
Caring for all people with autism in the U.S. over
their lifetimes costs an estimated $35 billion per
year. Illinois private schools for children with
autism cost range from $21,000 to $180,000 per
year (source: Harrisburg Project). Each child
with autism who must be institutionalized would
cost the state of Illinois between $130,000 and
$320,000 PER YEAR (source: Auditor
General's Examination FY 2004).

One should keep in mind that often the family of
the child of autism assumes the bulk of the
financial and emotional cost of care and
education of the child. A 2003 National Survey
of Children’s Health found that parents of
children with autism have higher stress than
parents of children with other developmental
disabilities. Families are often on the brink of
financial ruin and experience one of the highest
divorce rates.




The Illinois Autism Training &
~ Technical Assistance Project

IATTAP is one of four Illinois State Board of
Education initiatives of the Illinois Statewide
Technical Assistance Center. Its mission,
resources and current statewide services provide
support, training and  technical assistance to
Illinois schools and families for children with
autism spectrum disorders.

HISTORY

In 1997, the Illinois Autism Training and
Technical Assistance Project (IATTAP) was
founded. This Illinois State Board of Education
initiative was a proactive effort to address an
alarming increase in Illinois students with
autism.

PROJECT GOALS

1. Build local capacity to establish and
implement effective educational supports and
programming for children with autism
spectrum disorders.

2. Promote a proactive approach to
working with individuals with autism
spectrum disorders and their families.

3. Help children with autism spectrum
disorders remain with their families in their
home communities and become productive
community members.

4. Increase the percentage of students on
the autism spectrum who are educated in
the general education classroom.

5. Increase the effective and meaningful

What We Do and What We Don't Do

Here is what we do:
e Online and DVD courses on Autism Spectrum

e  Focus Family Support to families and their teams
through IATTAP Teams across Illinois

e  Experiential Practicum and coaching with school teams
e  Disseminate information

e  Maintain an active website with online library and
resources

e Maintain 30 lending libraries throughout Illinois

e  Provide family education and support resources and
activities through Family Support Specialists, Parent
Cafes and collaborative organizations

e  Participate in national/state/local organizations
Activities that are outside our work scope include the
following:

e JATTAP does not offer one time or emergency
consultation

e  We are not a direct service provider

e  Staff do not conduct formal assessments, evaluations or
testing, or provide diagnostic services

e  We are not a lobbying organization
e  Weare not a funding agency

e JATTAP does not promote one intervention, method or a
single approach

Regional Contacts

Suburban/Chicago Region

Andrea Damenti zw9901@comcast.net 847-970-2347
Grace Dyson chicagochapter714@yahoo.com 773-233-4716
Tina Erdmann tinaerdmann@sbcglobal.net  708-710-2329
Judy Katz jkatzautism@gmail.com 847-899-1551
Gloria Kern prentice75@comcast.net 815-722-2698
Pam Leonard leonardconsult@gmail.com  630-312-9861
Carla Oldham autismteam(@aol.com 630-978-1615
Laurie Walton lawalton3@gmail.com 630-333-2777
Rachel Westberg westberg.rachel@gmail.com  708-533-2485

Northwest Region

Mary Allen allenautism@aol.com 563-343-9874
Tammy Conner Tammyconner@mchsi.com  563-676-9091
Tom Hall Inwood1967@msn.com 360-562-1776

Rick Ramirez 800-813-0392
Central Region
Shana Brownlee
Jacquie Mace
Nikki Michalak
Sandy Valentine
Southern Region
Denna Buchanan
Nel Daymon
Nicole Gaunt
Lyndsey Reedy
Penny Salvato

rick.ramirez@mchsi.com

309-438-1819
309-824-4555
309-438-5291
309-698-4831

sbrownl@ilstu.edu
mace.jacquie@comcast.net
nakempe@ilstu.edu
ajv1952@aol.com

618-201-4800
618-344-7395
618-214-4694
217-258-6616
618-467-0207

missdbuchanan@gmail.com
neldaymon@yahoo.com
solvethepuzzle@gmail.com
Lreedy@live.com
dapsalvato@sbcglobal.net

The Illinois Autism Training &
Technical Assistance Project

Member of NATTAP - Network of Autism
Training and Technical Assistance Projects
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Kathy Gould, Project Director
gouldkl@comcast.net
Myki Romano, Project Assistant
Myki482002@yahoo.com

Illinois State University
Autism Spectrum Institute

Stacey Bock, Director
sjbock@ilstu.edu

Illinois State Board of Education

involvement of parents in their
children’s education.

Kristen Wright Kwright5035@gmail.com 618-917-9633 88% of this
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http://www.illinoisautismproject.org/

